Sample Comments about Lori Rottenberg’s Poetry Workshops

From April Sommer, 1st Grade Teacher, Patrick Henry Elementary: Thank you so much for a great lesson! I felt like it complemented my students' poetry class instruction very well. My students just had a wonderful time. They were disappointed they had to give the glasses back; the world looks better through rose colored glasses... :)

From Amanda Murray, 1st Grade Teacher, Patrick Henry Elementary: Thank you again for such a wonderful morning! The kids absolutely loved your lesson and keep talking about how much fun they had. Thanks again!
Mary Brown, 6th Grade Teacher, Thomas Jefferson Middle School: It was a pleasure having you in the classroom!  The kids enjoyed the lesson and loved listening to the music to find examples of similes, metaphors and personification. 

From Shyara Cherubim, 1st Grade Teacher, Arlington Science Focus School:

On behalf of my team and our students, thank you!!! Each teacher mentioned how excited they were to have you. Your presentation was a fantastic fit for our classes.

From Elaine Rens, 3rd Grade Teacher, Arlington Traditional School:

We can’t thank you enough for coming to our three ATS third grade classes this week and inspiring our students to write more poetry.  They had a great time and enjoyed your visit. The children loved wearing their poetry glasses to see things in a different way!  Rex, Jessica, and I hope that you can come back to ATS next year.  As one of the students said, “Could you come back again THIS year?”  The child who asked if you could return is a reluctant writer, and it was wonderful to see him volunteer to share the poem that he wrote. Thank you again and hope that you have a great year.  

From Elizabeth Snead, 1st Grade Teacher, Arlington Traditional School:

Lori, I just wanted to say thank you for the inspiring workshop this morning. It was a perfect match for my first graders. And I enjoyed it as much as the students! We’ll be “similizing” more tomorrow.

From Linda Farringer, Kindergarten Teacher, Glebe Elementary:

Thank you very much for coming to our class last Friday to share a lesson about poetry.  The children really appreciated it. The material was appropriate for the age group…the presentation was interesting and helpful—great analogy and tool to use [the colored sunglasses] to view “poetry”…I hope to work with you again. You did a wonderful job of presenting a valuable lesson on poetry.  The step-by-step lesson and explanations were great.  Perhaps you gave some future world-renowned poet their first exposure to poetry writing!

From Gloria Dell, 2nd Grade Teacher, Barrett Elementary:

I believe the material was quite suited for the age.  The students got a lot out of it, and this is a lesson I can continue for several days…[T]hey were engaged and enchanted, in my opinion.  You gave them a lot to think about, and I will revisit those concepts throughout our unit.

Laura Bannach, 6th Grade Special Education Teacher, Thomas Jefferson Middle School:

It was wonderful having you in my classroom!  The kids really enjoyed it. I think the material was just right for their level and the students got a lot out of it.  I had no idea they were so enthusiastic about poetry. We had booktalks today with the librarian and I gave her this list of books that you recommended and she pulled a bunch out, read from a few, and let the students pick them to check out.  She even read the poem about the moth, not having any idea that you had talked about it yesterday.  The kids all remembered it and were excited that they knew it.  I love the way that you used the sunglasses, rock and jewel.  It was a great “hook” for the kids.  You really piqued their curiosity. I would love to share some of their work with you when they write it.  Thank you again for coming in to my class.  You made poetry easy and fun for me and the kids. 

From John Tarpey, 4th Grade Teacher, Jamestown Elementary:
Your program was very effective and well presented.  I had positive feedback from both my students and their parents! (This is a tough crowd to please.) It was a nice way to introduce poetry to my class.…Thanks again, well done!


From Jessica Barber, 4th Grade Teacher, Nottingham Elementary:

I think you did an excellent job with the time you had. Your lesson was clear and concise. The children loved the props and had a great time with the glasses. You even gave me some pointers of how to introduce similes, metaphors, and personification. I think they really got a lot out of it.

From Ramona Morales, 5th Grade Teacher, Barrett Elementary:

We thoroughly enjoyed your lesson.  Our students learned a lot.  I have already typed their “Beach” poems and posted them outside of the classroom.  I thought the pace was just right and reached all of the ranges in the classroom.  Everyone was engaged and I especially liked the way you went around the room and helped students by asking them questions and giving them clarification.

From Noreen Haus, 5th Grade Teacher, Arlington Science Focus Elementary:

Thank you so much for your visit on Monday.  The students were really inspired.  As I'm sure you could tell, I have a very unique and diverse group of students!  I thought your lessons were very appropriate and interesting.  I had the students finish completing the simile, metaphor, and personification exercise for homework and was quite pleased with the results!  Your lesson meshed very closely with what we've been reviewing and lent a valuable authenticity.  The kids loved hearing from a “real, live poet.” Thanks again!

From Connie Quinzio, 3rd Grade Teacher, Barrett Elementary:

You did a great job presenting and teaching difficult poetry concepts.  The class and I enjoyed and learned so much from your lesson.  

From Cecelia Cackley, 3rd Grade Teacher, Tuckahoe Elementary:

Thank you so much for the workshop—it really taught me a lot. As a first year teacher, I sort of winged it with poetry and you gave me some great ideas for what to cover in the unit next year. I think the material was perfect and the students got a lot out of the session.

From Summer Springstead, 3rd Grade Teacher, Taylor Elementary:

My kids loved the program!!! I had a few tell me this morning that they were working on writing a poem over the weekend.  One of my students is typing up his poem right now because he wants to submit it to the poetry contest in the KidsPost...I loved the props that you used.  I think it gave them a good visual of what you really meant by looking at things through your own eyes and not someone else’s.…I thought you really did a great job explaining how to compare a flower to something else that someone can visualize.  I think you can tell what a wonderful program you gave by the products that the children created!! I was blown away!!!! Thank you so much!!


From Julie Campbell, 3rd Grade Teacher, Taylor Elementary:

I thought the lesson was great. I loved, as did the children, the props.…Some of them are very motivated for the contest. I will indeed forward some of the poems/images on to you. Some of them really ended up getting inspired. Students shared them out loud in front of the class after you moved on to Ms. Spring’s class. They were very motivated by their success! Thank you again for your efforts!

From Amy Sowa, 3rd Grade Teacher, Taylor Elementary:

I'll just echo what my colleagues have said. Thank you for such a well-prepared and fun presentation. We are very fortunate to have enrichment experiences like these. See you next year, hopefully!


From Amanda Mich, 5th Grade Teacher, Claremont Elementary:

It was so great to have you visit my classroom today. The kids really enjoyed meeting a real poet! I enjoyed having you reinforce some of the things I have worked on this year, as well as introducing some new topics. It was a fun day, and I truly thank you for your time and commitment to this program. Thank you so much again.

From Valerie James, 2nd Grade Teacher, McKinley Elementary:

You did a fabulous job, and I can't thank you enough! 

From Sandra Franzen, 3rd Grade Teacher, McKinley Elementary:

You did a super job.  It was very interesting to the students.
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